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Summary:  In 2018 I wrote a paper in a scientific conference proceeding 

about the consequences of ISIS's actions on the world’s cultural heritage. Most 

honestly, I thought it was the last situation of this kind that I can encounter in my 

professional, didactic, and scientific career! This year, in the summer of 2020, I 

decided to spend my vacation in Kosovo, entirely and utterly surprising for 

everyone. I decided to continue the series of articles dedicated to the spiritual 

heritage destroyed or in danger of being demolished in military conflicts-, in the 

hot areas of the world. I would never have thought that so close to my homeland, 

Romania, Orthodox churches and monasteries are so oppressed, that the Orthodox 

faith is silenced and banned in what Serbia considers its historical, religious, 

cultural, and architectural heart! That monuments and buildings of universal value 

are daily the objects of attacks and destructive actions of other denominations in a 

country that officially pretends to be multinational, multi-ethnic, and democratic! 

Cultural dowry is one of the environmental factors that must be taken 

seriously to be protected during military conflicts. In some cases, the 

consequences of military action on the environment are terrible and irreversible. 

This happened due to the Islamic State's activities, which intentionally destroyed 

cultural objectives on the territory of Iraq, Syria, and Libya under the 

organization's control. ISIS began in 2014 the deliberate destruction and looting of 

cultural heritage in Iraq, Syria, and, to a lesser extent, in Libya. Various places of 

worship and ancient historical artifacts located in areas under the organization’s 

control were targeted. It seems that the same thing is happening in Kosovo with 

Orthodox monasteries and churches, most of the architectural monuments dating 
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from the twelfth to fourteenth centuries, of inestimable cultural, spiritual, and 

architectural value, not only for Serbs but for all humankind! 

 

Key words: environmental protection, cultural heritage, ecological factors, 

spiritual values. 

 

Introduction 

The history of this turbulent area marked by turmoil and interethnic struggles 

began in the 7
th
 century when ethnic Serbs migrated to territories now known as 

Kosovo. Before this migration, the central Balkans were part of the Roman and 

Byzantine Empires. In the Middle Ages, Kosovo became the Serbian Empire’s 

religious, cultural, and architectural centre. Between the 12
th
 and 14

th
 centuries, 

important Serbian sacred sites were built on this extraordinary natural beauty 

territories-many architecturally significant Serbian Orthodox churches and 

monasteries, which today are invaluable to the universal cultural heritage. The defeat 

of Serbian forces at the Battle of Kosovo in 1389 led to five centuries of Ottoman rule, 

leading to significant deployment of ethnic Turks and Albanians in the conquered 

territory, replacing the ethnic Serb population 19
th
 century. Serbia regained control of 

Kosovo during the First Balkan War of 1912. After World War II, it became an 

autonomous province of the Federal Socialist Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY) with its 

administrative boundaries. 

Despite legislative concessions from the Serbian government, Albanian 

nationalism returned in force in the 1980s, leading to riots and demand for 

independence. In response, Serbs, who perceive Kosovo as their religious, cultural, 

and architectural heart, established a new constitution in 1989 that revokes Kosovo’s 

autonomous status. Serbia took repressive action against Kosovo Albanians in the 

1990s, sparking a Kosovo Albanian insurgency.  

Albanian leaders in Kosovo responded in 1991 by holding a referendum 

declaring Kosovo's independence. In 1998, Serbia carried out a brutal 

counterinsurgency campaign that led to massacres and mass expulsions of ethnic 

Albanians (some 800,000 ethnic Albanians were forced out of their homes in 

Kosovo)
2
. After international attempts to mediate the conflict failed, NATO’s three-

month air operation against Serbia, starting in March 24, 1999, charged Serbs to 

accept the withdrawal of their military and police forces from Kosovo. UN Security 

Council Resolution 1244/1999 placed Kosovo under a transitional administration, the 

UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), pending the establishment 

of Kosovo’s future status. An UN-led process began in late 2005 to determine 
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Kosovo’s final grade. The 2006-07 negotiations ended without an agreement between 

Belgrade and Pristina. However, the UN issued a comprehensive report on Kosovo’s 

final status, which approved its independence. On February 17, 2008, the Kosovo 

Assembly declared Kosovo independent. Since then, more than 100 countries have 

recognized Kosovo and joined numerous international organizations. Kosovo’s 

independence was challenged in October 2008. Serbia sought an advisory opinion 

from the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the legality of Kosovo’s declaration of 

sovereignty under international law. ICJ issued its advisory statement in July 2010, 

stating that Kosovo’s declaration of independence did not violate the general 

principles of international law, UN Security Council Resolution 1244, or the 

Constituent Framework.  

Under the close observation of the missions of the security agencies and the 

international community deployed in Kosovo (NATO, UNMIK, OSCE, EULEX), 

Kosovo is trying to prove that it is a sovereign, multi-ethnic, democratic country. 

Under these auspices, the new self-proclaimed state ended the period of supervised 

independence in 2012. Serbia and several other states that may find themselves in the 

same situation at some point continue to refuse to recognize Kosovo's independence. 

Over time, through talks facilitated by the EU and the international community, the 

two countries have agreed to normalize their relations, reflected in several subsequent 

agreements that the parties undertake to implement, even if the general situation is still 

susceptible. 

Kosovo signed a Stabilization and Association Agreement with the EU in 2015. 

A 2018 EU report named it one of six Western Balkan countries that will join the 

organization once it meets the criteria to accede. Kosovo also seeks memberships in 

the UN and NATO.
3
 

  

1. The spiritual dimension of environmental protection 
The environment, in general, consists of all-natural factors (water, air, soil, 

subsoil, forests, and any form of terrestrial, aquatic vegetation, nature reserves, and 

monuments) and factors created by the activity of plant species, animals, and human 

populations, embodied in systems interconnected and ecologically interdependent. 

Thus, the environment represents the set of conditions and natural elements of 

the Earth: air, water, soil, subsoil, distinctive aspects of the landscape, all atmospheric 

layers, all organic and inorganic matter, as well as living beings, interacting natural 

systems, including the elements listed above, including material and spiritual values, 

quality of life and conditions that influence human well-being and health. 

Environmental protection is a branch of applied ecology. It has the task of 

guiding and coordinating all human actions on the ecosphere to maintain ecological 
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balance and ecosystems sustainability, thus ensuring better living conditions for 

current and future generations. 

Environmental protection in the military sense represents the totality of measures 

adopted by commanders, staff, military and civilian personnel working in the military 

sector to limit or reduce the destructive effects on environmental factors caused by the 

preparation, organization, and conduct of military actions. For example, in the 

Romanian Army, environmental protection is defined as a set of institutionalized 

activities to improve the state of the environment and quality of life by preventing and 

reducing pollution in areas of responsibility or action of the army following the 

principles governing this activity. 

The NATO Standard AJEPP-4 defines one of the environmental planning 

guidelines for military activities: (7) Endangerment of Natural and Cultural Resources: 

Impacts on natural and cultural (historical and archaeological) resources should be 

prevented where possible.  

The army’s mission is mainly to fight and win the wars of the nation for which it 

fights. By its very nature, war is destructive to humans and the environment. 

Therefore, military commanders are obliged to exercise judgment in the application of 

combat power and the limitation of damage to the environment, so far as the mission’s 

performance so permits. Commanders and staffs must plan operations specific to 

armed struggle (offensive and defensive), implement post-conflict stability measures, 

and always maintain the health and safety of forces and civilians in the conflict zone. 

Integrating environmental issues into the planning process helps the armed forces 

identify, prevent, and mitigate potential ecological threats (including those affecting 

historical and cultural heritage) and potential environmental hazards that impact 

subordinate forces and population. 

Environmental considerations do not focus exclusively on environmental 

protection. We must not forget that, in the issue of environmental protection in 

question, the concern to keep in normal parameters of environmental indicators aims 

to maintain their quality at an optimal level to ensure human life on Earth. Therefore, 

in military operations, the issue of Force Health Protection (FHP) is - and must be 

addressed - as being causally related to the effects of operations on the environment 

and, implicitly, on fighters and civilian populations. The FHP will benefit significantly 

from the integration of environmental issues into the conduct of military operations. 

The integration of the ecological problems supports, among other things, natural 

resources, reduces the logistical footprint, promotes positive relations with the host 

nation and action partners (multinational forces, governmental and non-governmental 

organizations, etc.), and supports post-conflict stability efforts. We believe that all 

these objectives contribute to the mission’s effectiveness and when properly 

integrated, serve as force multipliers rather than distractions from mission 

accomplishment. 
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Effective integration occurs in organizations that promote an environmental 

ethic, actively practice the concept of sustainable development, and carry out an 

ecological risk assessment as early as possible in operation planning. The 

environmental considerations must include all aspects related to the mission, from pre-

deployment to force redeployment. Environmental concerns will apply to all 

operations, and the environmental risk assessment may highlight their variable 

relevance. 

 

2. The environmental disaster during the Kosovo conflict 

When the Rambouillet agreement
4
 failed, and NATO launched attacks on March 

24, 1999, in Yugoslavia, alarming environmental damage reports caused by bombing 

and military action began to appear. The Kosovo conflict has given rise to two major 

overlapping issues highlighted in the 1999 UN Environment Program and UN Centre 

for Human Settlement (Habitat) report, The Kosovo conflict, and its consequences on 

human settlements. Firstly, a major humanitarian crisis. According to the document, in 

Kosovo, Serbian forces systematically emptied and destroyed many towns and 

villages inhabited by ethnic Albanians. Damage to housing, infrastructure, systems for 

providing essential services to the population was evident. When Kosovo Albanians 

fled their homes, much of the documentation establishing legal ownership of property 

and land was lost, destroyed, or confiscated, complicating refugees’ return to their 

origin areas. The influx of refugees has caused environmental problems, with 

systematization works, sanitation, and drinking water services insufficient to cope with 

a massive presence in overcrowded refugee camps. 

                                                           
4
 Interim Agreement for Peace and Self-Government in Kosovo (Rambouillet 
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According to the previously cited report, a second serious problem was the 

environmental crisis generated by the conflict, which divided public opinion into two 

groups. On the one hand, there was a fear of a major ecological disaster in the Federal 

Republic of Yugoslavia and neighbouring countries. On the other hand, NATO has 

argued that its use of sophisticated weapons against carefully selected targets and 

surgical strikes will minimize environmental and “collateral” damage. 

NATO’s military strikes against Yugoslavia, along with material and human 

losses, have caused an ecological disaster with serious consequences for both human 

health and the quality of the environment, including in some neighbouring countries. 

The exact extent and nature of the damage to the environment is not yet known and 

could not be quantified. According to the findings of the UN officials, members of the 

Balkans Task Force, four localities were particularly affected by pollution: Pancevo 

(20 km far from Belgrade), Novi Sad (capital of Vojvodina), Kragujevac (Southern 

Serbia) and Bor (near the border with Bulgaria). 

Images of the burning Pancevo and Novi Sad oil refineries, toxic chemicals 

leaking into the Danube river, and bomb craters in protected areas compete with tens 

of thousands of refugees fleeing their homes in Kosovo. The Kosovo conflict has also 

had a broader regional impact: Albania and the former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia have had to receive large numbers of refugees from Kosovo, although they 

were not prepared for the scale of the influx. Other neighbouring countries, especially 

Bulgaria and Romania, downstream along the Danube, feared the effects of cross-

border pollution from damaged industrial facilities. Fires at oil refineries and oil 

depots sometimes lasted for many days and created clouds of pollution in the vast 

area. News of dangerous chemicals leaking into the air, land, and water was prominent 

in the international media. The report mentions among the most critical objectives 

targeted by the air attacks and with the most apparent consequences: Pancevo, Novi 

Sad, Kragujevac, Bor, Pristina, Nis, Novi Beograd, Obrenovac, Kraljevo, and 

Prahovo.
5
 

Under these circumstances, the Joint UNEP/UNCHS (Habitat) Balkans Task 

Force (BTF)
6
 was formed in early May 1999, which acted in five areas: 

Environmental consequences of airstrikes on industrial sites, Environmental 
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6
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implications on Danube River, Consequences on biodiversity in protected areas, 

Consequences on human settlements and the environment in Kosovo and Possible use 

of depleted uranium weapons in Kosovo. 

The BTF organized five technical missions to the Federal Republic of 

Yugoslavia. The missions took place with the cooperation of local authorities and with 

the assistance of the United Nations Liaison Office in Belgrade and the United Nations 

Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK). The longest of these, on the consequences on human 

settlements and the environment in Kosovo, conducted between July and October 

1999, does not mention the destruction of cultural and spiritual dowry during the 

conflict until this day. 

 

3. How the Orthodox spiritual values are suppressed today in Kosovo 

In the summer of 2020, despite the problematic pandemic situation, we 

undertook a two-week tour of Kosovo, among other circumstances, to inform myself 

about the situation in this country, out of pure professional curiosity. The overall 

picture revealed to me through the prism of professional education is one that overlaps 

two planes of the same reality. On the one hand, efforts to normalize relations between 

Serbia and Kosovo, on the other, environmental protection in an area of outstanding 

beauty, but suffering from the consequences of the hot events of the last 30-40 years. 

In the context of the ecological crisis generated by the recent past’s historical events 

described above, the inter-ethnic tensions of the present, the lack of education of the 

population, and especially of the young generation, attacks on invaluable spiritual 

values occupy a special place. 

The monasteries of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Kosovo and Metohija are 

located in the historical and geographical regions, which since February 17, 2008, 

have been controlled by the partially recognized Republic of Kosovo. 

Suppose the statement “Kosovo IS Serbia” is not at all apparent. In that case, it is 

difficult to argue with another nationalist slogan, “Kosovo IS the heart of Serbia”. 

There are Orthodox churches and monasteries built in the Middle Ages by Serbian 

rulers. And despite the dreadful economic and political situation, they are still Serb 

settlements. Albanian Muslims surround small pieces of Orthodox Serbia. Dozens of 

Orthodox churches and monasteries on its territory were built in the 13
th
 century. They 

survived both Ottoman rule and Albanian pogroms. 

Among Kosovo’s most significant historic sites are the medieval Serbian 

Orthodox monasteries of Visoki Dečani (Albanian: Deçan), Gračanica (Graçanica, 

near Pristina), and Peć (Pejë), as well as the Church of the Virgin of Ljeviša (Prizren). 

In 2004 the Dečani Monastery was designated a UNESCO World Heritage site; the 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/medieval
https://www.britannica.com/place/Gracanica-Monastery
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/topic/UNESCO


 

The Spiritual dimension of environmental protection in military conflicts 

37 

others were inscribed in 2006.
7 
Inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage list 

confirms the exceptional universal value which deserves protection for the benefit of 

all humanity. 

Following the conflict, revenge attacks damaged or destroyed several Orthodox 

churches, although the World Heritage sites survived. 

Below we will display some snapshots and personal impressions of my journey 

through Kosovo, related to incidents that occurred during this period that concerned 

Orthodox churches or monasteries, in an attempt to present a current and real picture 

of the situation.  

 

Visoki Dečani Monastery is the most important Orthodox monastery in Kosovo, 

the largest medieval church in the Balkans. It is located just half an hour from Peć to 

the south, near the town of Dečani, on the road connecting the cities of Peć and 

Djakovica (Albanian name - Gyakova), right at the foot of the Prokletije mountain 

range. 

The monastery was built in the 14
th
 century in a legendary picturesque place by 

the Serbian king Stefan Urosh III Dechansky. After his death, the king has been 

canonized and his relics are now preserved inside the monastery’s church.
8
 

 Witnesses of Kosovo’s 

events during the war present the 

monastery as a holly place where 

people of different faiths found 

refuge and escape the terror. This 

fact may explain its excellent 

condition today. According to 

some sources, whose testimonies 

we will try to reproduce precisely 

to exemplify as accurately as 

possible the drama of the events 

that took place here. It is said that 

police and paramilitary officers 

were still torching Albanian 

buildings once the war ended. 

Afraid of being burned alive, 

ethnic Albanians in this small 
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 Information available online at https://www.britannica.com/place/Kosovo/Cultural-

life#ref1090208 accessed on September 8, 2020 
8
 Information available online at https://perito-burrito.com/posts/serbian-kosovo 

accessed on September 8, 2020 

Figure 1 - Serbian Orthodox Monastery of Visoki 

Dečani. Picture taken by the author on August 22, 

2020 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/UNESCO
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
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Kosovo town fled their homes, cowering in the woods for a rainy, seemingly endless 

night. Then, winding down a wooded lane, came two monks in a white van from the 

cloistered and ancient Serbian Orthodox Monastery of Visoki Dečani. “Come with us! 

We will keep you safe!” they said.  “Without them, my whole family would be dead!” 

asserted 58-year-old Albanian painter and art teacher Nimon Lokaj. In the ashes of 

post-war Kosovo, filled with accounts of brutality and hate, the monks’ story is a rare 

tale of courage and mercy. Ignoring their fears in the panicked final days before the 

Serb retreat, they may have saved as many as 150 ethnic Albanians. Now that some 

Albanian Kosovars are returning to charred ruins with a vengeance in their hearts, it is 

frightened Serbs and Gypsies turning to the monks for refuge. “Throughout history, 

both Serbs and Albanians living in this area protected the monastery from harm,” 

Abbot Theodosia said. “Albanians living here now are proud of this, and I am sure 

they will continue in the same spirit... They consider this monastery is their home.
9
 

When withdrawing Serb forces pillaged this southwest Kosovo town, that time 

held about 6,000 ethnic Albanians and 700 Serbs before the war. Fighting that started 

months before the NATO bombing campaign chased out all but 350 of the ethnic 

Albanians and reduced their mosque to ruins. The abbot of the Serbian Orthodox 

monastery sheltered ethnic Albanian villagers’ scores within the stone walls’14
th
-

century building. When Serb soldiers went on a final rampage of burning, looting, and 

raping in western Kosovo, the abbot made from the monastery’s green grounds an 

oasis of peace for Serb and Albanian ethnic residents. However, this time, they were 

Serb monks and townspeople, fearful of violence at the hands of the ethnic Albanian 

Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). In this complex context, local Albanians 

remembered the monastery’s courage and kindness and vowed to protect those 

insides. “If they are going to kill them, they must kill us first,” an ethnic Albanian 

villager, Shaban Bruqi, said of the monks. “They saved us.” It was a rare act in 

Kosovo. Faith and nation are almost the same in Serbia, predominantly Serbian 

Orthodox Serbs and predominantly Muslim ethnic Albanians. “They were honest 

people of all faiths and nations,” advocate the Abbot Theodosia. “It was the Christian 

thing to do. It was the human thing to do.”
10

  

“They are the best people you can ever see,” said Venera Lokaj. “They are 

people of God. They heard Dečani was burning, and they came to search for people. 

                                                           
9
 Scott Canon, Decani Monks' Courage Saved the Lives of Many Kosovars, Knight 

Ridder Newspapers, June 23, 1999, available online at http://www.kosovo.net/decani_ 

peace.html#4 accessed on September 8, 2020 
10

 Ellen Knickmeyer, Serb Monastery Protects All Peoples, The Associated Press, 

June 17, 1999, available online at https://apnews.com/e0b8f8be656e837 

bfedbcb8778d510db accessed on September 8, 2020 
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They found us there in the open, with everything burning, and they told us: “We are 

blessed to see you alive. Please come with us. Please come to the monastery.” 

Miss Lokaj is an Albanian, one of the 200 or so who have taken refuge in this 

monastery, undercooling trees, retrieved from the fathers’ misery. She had lived in 

nearby Peć, which was destroyed by Serb forces and paramilitaries in their rampage of 

revenge when NATO began bombing Yugoslavia from March 24 to June 10, 1999
11

. 

She moved with her father to Dečani because Serbs had already been destroyed the 

previous summer. “I thought it would be safer. When the OSCE left, they told us they 

would be back in two weeks, and everything would be the way we wanted it. We 

hoped so, but after three days, everything changed. When NATO started bombing, the 

police and the paramilitaries started destroying everything that was Albanian. The 

Serbs made war against civilians, against people with 

empty hands. There was no KLA in Dečani or Peć, and 

they had no right to do what they did. This is a catastrophe, 

and the world saw this, it saw everything, and the world is 

too late. I know the world felt it had the best intentions, but 

there is a fatality about good intentions, and they always 

come too late,” she asserted bitterly.
12

 

Today the monastery is permanently guarded by 

KFOR Italian and Moldavian forces, alternatively, the 

defensive formation being an impressive one: an armoured 

container for the military staff at the entrance in the 

monastery, two safety rings-hundred metres one far from 

another, a barrier, zig-zag obstacles for vehicles 

approaching the monastery, and access based on a personal 

identity document, retained by the military forces at the 

entrance. No body checks! 

Usually visited the same day with the monastery due to its proximity, Radonjić 

(or Radoniq) Lake is the second largest Kosovo after Gazivoda. In 1998, the Lake 

Radonjić massacre site testified the mass murder of at least 34 Serbian, Albanian, and 
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 On June 10, 1999, NATO suspends “Operation Allied Force”. UN Security 

Council adopts Resolution 1244. This Resolution entrusts establishment of the 

international civilian administration in Kosovo to the Secretary-General. Serb forces start 

withdrawal from Kosovo. US Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott travels to Moscow 

to work out the Russian participation in KFOR. Troops from the Russian contingent in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina enter the FRY on their way to Kosovo. 
12

 Steven Erlanger, Refuge for Kosovars in Serbian Monastery, After the Burning, 

June 16, 1999, available online at https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes. 

com/library/world/europe/061699kosovo-church.html accessed on September 12, 2020 

Figure 2 - Radonjić 
Lake. Picture taken by the 

author on August 22, 

2020 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes
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Roma ethnicity civilians in its proximity, by the village of Glodjane Kosovo, the 

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia on September 9, 1998.
13

  

 

Gračanica Monastery is 

situated inside a Serbian 

enclave ten kilometres 

Southeast of Pristina. This 

town is home to the same 

name’s monastery, one of four 

Kosovo monuments listed as a 

UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. Now it is inhabited by 

about 20 nuns who are 

engaged in icon painting and 

agriculture.
14 

The 14
th
-century 

monastery church is 

impressive here!  

 Gračanica Monastery, 

among Kosovo’s most 

significant historic sites, is the closest to my soul, perhaps because here, we felt closest 

to God! The silence that surrounds the monastery, even if it is in the middle of the 

community, is one that invites to meditation, prayer, and contemplation. It is all about 

the place’s energy, “energetically magnificent”, someone significantly, incredibly 

special to my soul explained it to me! And she is right! The monastery has exceptional 

beauty, a miniature copy of the Romanian Monastery Curtea de Argeș, or at least that 

is how we perceived it, just as spectacular and dramatic in its long history! The altar 

on the monastery’s right side, belonging to the church dated long before the current 

monastery construction, is an extraordinary place to contemplate and reflect! 
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 The corpses were then taken away from Glodjane and were thrown into Lake 

Radonjić. The massacre took place during the Kosovo War. The perpetrator is suspected to 

be the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA). The Trial Chamber of the International Criminal 

Tribunal (ICT) for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and forensic records showed that they 

had been killed over a period of six months from April to September 1998 during the 

beginning of the armed conflict in Kosovo. 
14

 Information available online at https://perito-burrito.com/posts/serbian-kosovo 

accessed on September 12, 2020 

Figure 3 - Gračanica Monastery. Picture taken by the 

author on August 23, 2020 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Gracanica-Monastery
https://www.britannica.com/place/Gracanica-Monastery
https://www.britannica.com/place/Gracanica-Monastery
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Sokolica Monastery, located at 43 kilometres far 

from Pristina, was closed to the police, according to a nun 

assertion with whom we communicated over the 

monastery’s fence on August 26, 2020. 

Surrounded by impenetrable fortress walls that seem 

to be ready for a medieval seriously siege, in fact like all 

the other Orthodox places of worship in the region under 

our discussion, it is difficult to find for the unsuspecting 

traveller. Today’s navigation systems (GPSs) will lead any 

passenger on the wrong routes, in the absence of 

adequately placed road signs! “It may be open if the police 

will approve this, on the Feast of the Assumption of Holy 

Mother of God,” the nun told us, fact that we retained and 

returned on Friday, August 28, 2020. 

This time (Friday, August 28, 2020) it was indeed, 

opened! The small, beautiful, chic, neat, placed in its 

perfectly natural fairy-tale surroundings, a real “eagle’s 

nest”! The majority people from Serbia (judging by the 

license plates of their cars, only) stand in line to pray for a 

minute each person at the Virgin Mary’s miracle-carved stone statue with the baby 

Jesus in Her arms! 

The Church of Virgin’s Maphorion at Boljetin is better known as Sokolica, 

named after the hill at whose foot it is located. It was built in the 14
th 

or 15
th
 century, 

probably by a landlord from the surroundings of the town of Zvecan. It got rank of 

monastery thanks to the sculpture 

of the Virgin Mary with Christ in 

Her arms, which was brought there 

from the Western portal of the 

Banjska Monastery to hide it from 

Turkish invasion. The Byzantine 

art’s splendid example, the white 

marble sculpture of the Virgin 

Mary and the Christ Child in Her 

hands, is dating back to 1312-

1316. 

Nowadays, all the Sokolica 

Monastery surroundings are settled 

by the Albanian population since 

the last Serb family moved from 

this village in 1967. Since 1956 

Figure 4 - Sokolica 

Monastery: the white 

marble sculpture of the 

Virgin Mary and Christ 

Child. Picture taken by 

the author on August 28, 

2020 

Figure 5 - Sokolica Monastery. Picture taken by the 

author on August 28, 2020 
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Sokolica Monastery is the monastic place of nuns 

significantly engaged in icon-painting and fresco-

painting in their delicate devotion. Mother 

Makaria/Macaria, the Abbess of Sokolica Monastery, 

known as one of the most prized icon-painters in Serbia 

for her theological and artisan skills, besides her 

doctorate in chemistry and acknowledgments from the 

Theological Faculty in Thessaloniki, declared once: 

“The Angels’ eyes on the icons I paint tell the Kosovo 

and Serbian people story. Kosovo is a vast country. 

There is a place for both, Gypsies and us, and others. 

Albanians cannot push us out, and we cannot push them 

out. What happened here is nonsense. It is better to sit 

at a table and talk rather, then fight.”
15

 This is the 

power of logical judgment, an indisputable one! 

Asked whether she trusted NATO to protect the 

convent, she answered so candid: “I think God will 

protect us. Our Albanian neighbours will do for us as we 

did for them. All Albanians are not bad, and all Serbs are 

not bad.” And continued: “You see, they love each 

other. If a cat and a dog can live together, Albanians and 

Serbs can surely learn to live together.”
16

  

The cult of Sokolica Virgin has always enjoyed an 

excellent reputation among the people, regardless of 

their confession. During the ten years war, between 1998 

and 1999, the monastery was the place of refuge and 

assistance to Serbs and Albanians. Since it is situated in 

the predominantly Serbian inhabited Northern part of 

Kosovo, the monastery continued a relatively peaceful 

life after the war. It is continuously under the 

protection of KFOR troops because of the 

neighbouring Kosovo Albanian village.
17
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 Information available online at http://www.panacomp.net/sokolica-monastery/ 

accessed on September 8, 2020 
16

 Ray Moseley, Abbess Helps Serbs, and Ethnic Albanians, available online at 

http://www.kosovo.net/decani_peace.html#4 accessed on September 8, 2020 
17

 Information available online at http://www.kosovo.net/esokolica.html accessed on 

September 8, 2020 

Figure 6 – The imposing fence 

of Sokolica Monastery. Picture 

taken by the author on August 

26, 2020 

Figure 7 - Mosaic at the 

entrance to the Sokolica 

Monastery (on the left side of 

the gate). Picture taken by the 

author on August 26, 2020 
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Devin-Voda Monastery (Serb. Manastir 

Devina Water) or Devine-

Vode (Serb. Devine Water). Positioned 

on the road between Zverechan and 

Zubin-Potok in Northern Kosovo, the 

monastery is devoted to the Icon of the 

Mother of God and belongs to the 

Rashsk-Prizren diocese of the Serbian 

Orthodox Church. 

 The monastery is named after the 

source of the Devin Water. On November 

3, 2002, the Bishop of Rashko-Prizren 

Artemis laid the foundation stone. The 

construction of the church was completed 

in 2006, and the mural of the church in 

2016. The monastery has been in 

operation since 2009.
18

 

Although it is located just 11 

kilometres far away from the Sokolica 

Monastery, closed by the police this time 

(August 26, 2020), Devin-Voda 

Monastery is opened for visitors, and the 

peace and discretion of those who serve 

there invite to shyness and 

contemplation! The beauty of the 

monastery, the landscape, the silence that 

reigns, the utter trust assigned to the visitors, really makes you feel in the house of the 

Lord! 

Prizren is the second-largest city in Kosovo after the capital of Pristina. 

Strategically located, the 11
th
-century Prizren Fortress closed for centuries the 

Southern entrance to Kosovo’s highly contested fertile plain (while the Mitrovica 

Fortress closed the Northern gate). 

It is worth noting that the events of 1999 did not seriously affect Prizren, one of 

the oldest Balkan cities, and this is a genuine significant thing we ought to mention! 

Still, this exciting city is linked to the tragic events of 2004 when the body of an 

Albanian boy was found in the Bystrica River, drowned in some unknown 
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 Information available online at https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/ accessed on 

September 9, 2020 

Figure 8 – Devin-Voda Monastery. Picture 

taken by the author on August 26, 2020 

Figure 9 – Devin-Voda Monastery - the 

inner yard. Picture taken by the author on 

August 26, 2020 

https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B1%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D1%8F%D0%B7%D1%8B%D0%BA
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A1%D0%B5%D1%80%D0%B1%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9_%D1%8F%D0%B7%D1%8B%D0%BA
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circumstances. The media accused the Serbian side, fact which led to the degeneration 

of the situation; the crowd set fire to several temples and threw the entire Serbian 

population out of the city.
19

 

In Prizren are a significant 

number of Orthodox churches, as well 

as mosques. The Orthodox temples, 

however, suffered after the 2004 

pogroms, some of which ignited. The 

reality today is that all Orthodox 

churches are closed! Some are 

surrounded by barbed wire, police 

guard some.  

If you enter the city following 

the communication Pristine - Strpce - 

Prizren, near the entrance, you are 

greeted by Holly Archangels 

Monastery, located in a natural setting 

of exceptional beauty, on the banks of 

a mountain river and under the ruins of fortifications on top of the mountain above the 

monastery. 

The Prizren 

Serbs suffered the 

same fate as their 

compatriots from 

Peć, who once 

constituted a large 

part of the city’s 

population and left 

to escape the war 

and the pogroms. 

Now Prizren is not 

associated with 

Serbian culture at 

all! Nevertheless, first of all, Prizren is one of the most exciting places in all of 

Kosovo. Furthermore, here in the centre of the city on the Northern bank of the river 

Prizrenska-Bistritsa (in Albanian - Lumbari and Prizrenit) is the fourth Kosovo object 

of UNESCO - the Church of the Virgin of Ljeviša of the 14
th
 century - more 
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 Information available online at https://perito-burrito.com/posts/reasonskosovo 

accessed at September 9, 2020 

Figure 10 - Holy Archangels Monastery. 

Picture taken by the author on August 27, 2020 

Figure 11 - Church of our Lady of Ljeviša. Pictures taken by the 

author on August 27, 2020 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
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precisely, what remains of it after the arson in 2004. Now the temple’s bare walls can 

be seen only through a fence with barbed wire, the entrance for which is prohibited. 

On the 

South bank is 

another 

Orthodox 

shrine – the 

Church of 

Saint George 

Runovic. The 

chapel, named 

after its donor, 

is in the 

complex of the 

Orthodox 

Cathedral 

church of Saint 

George in 

Prizren, which 

also includes 

the residence of 

the Bishop of Raska-Prizren. It was built in the 15
th
 or 16

th
 century over the ruins of an 

earlier church, probably dating to the 14
th
 century, whose foundations were identified 

in excavations and whose imprint remains on the floor 

of the court-yard area.  

In 2004, during a period of violent unrest, the 

building complex was set on fire. In the Church of 

Saint George, due to the fire, the wall paintings 

suffered distortions, and the wood-carved templon 

was entirely destroyed! 

The temple has already been completely restored 

after the arson, but the inside is still not allowed. The 

Church is closed, guarded by the police and KFOR, 

under UNMIK's protection, only a small altar, located 

at the back of the churchyard, is open to prayer! 

Figure 12 - The Church of Saint George Runovic. Pictures taken by 

the author on August 27, 2020 

Figure 13 - Announcement posted 

at the entrance to St. George's 

Church in Prizren. Picture taken 

by the author on August 27, 2020 
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 Climbing the hill where the ancestral 

Prizren Fortress is located, the Church of the 

Holy Saviour and the Church of Svete 

Nedejde's ruins could be still seen! Albanian 

mobsters also burned them both in 2004. The 

Church of Svete Nedejde, situated on the path 

that goes up to the fortress, small, locked, with 

the police booth at the entrance, offers a lonely 

image! Hard to see! 

In the evening in Prizren, the mosques 

ostentatiously lit in the summer twilight that 

spread over the city, call to prayer the Muslims 

while on the Orthodox churches’ closed gates 

hang heavy padlocks like the silence that reigns 

closed inside them! 

Some of 

them partially 

collapsed, 

intentionally destroyed or eroded by people negligence 

and difficult times, with broken windows and doors, 

with wooden planks beaten with nails and concertina 

wire nets instead of some astonishing stained glass, 

surrounded by concertina wire instead of outdoor 

gardens, and guarded by dogs locked behind high 

walls, the questions that instantly arises in the 

consciousness of visitors are: How long will they stand, 

under the action of environmental factors and the 

vicissitudes of modern times? or What is left for future 

generations of this invaluable dowry of millennial or 

more recent paintings and frescoes, ennobled by the 

suffering of believers and monks who once lived within 

their walls? 

The Patriarchate of Peć. Peć, unlike Gracianica, 

is not a Serbian enclave. On the contrary, most of the 

Serb population left here during the Kosovo War, and 

almost all of the few remaining did after the pogroms 

in 2004. But in Peć is the Monastery of Pechka-

Patriarshia - the second of the list of UNESCOs! 

The park entrance is located near Peć's town, 

which is vital for Serbian Orthodoxy: the Serbian 

Figure 14 – The Church of the Holy 

Saviour in Prizren. Picture taken by 

the author on August 27, 2020 

Figure 15 - The Church of 

Svete Nedejde in Prizren. 

Picture taken by the author 

on August 27, 2020 

Figure 16 - The Patriarchate 

of Peć. Picture taken by the 

author on August 29, 2020 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje


 

The Spiritual dimension of environmental protection in military conflicts 

47 

Orthodox Church is considered the heir to the Peć Patriarchate, which existed from 

1346 to 1463 and from 1557 to 1776. 

 

Peć's 

Patriarchate is one 

of the most 

critical sacral 

monuments of 

spirituality, 

culture, and 

Serbian history. It 

is located in 

Metohija, near 

Peć's city, at the entrance to the Rugovska Klisura gorge. 

This ancient, renowned, and a very significant cultural-historical monument 

stands under a single roof topped by three domes and comprises three churches 

(Church of the Holy Apostles, built 1233-1263; Church of Saint Demetrius, built 

1317-1324; The Church of the Mother of God Hodegitria, built 1330), a common 

narthex (built at the beginning of the fourth decade of the 14t
h
 century), and the 

adjoining Church of Saint Nicolas (built 1330-1337) on the South side. Since the 13
th
 

century, the Peć Patriarchate Stavropegial Laura has been the seat of Serbian 

archbishops and patriarchs, who have been enthroned and have resided here as 

spiritual heads of the Serbian Church and Serbian people. The Church of the Holy 

Apostles contains the marble throne on which archbishops and patriarchs of the 

Serbian Church have been enthroned for centuries. 

In the coquettish inner yard stands 

a branchy mulberry tree (Sham-dud), 

about 750 years old, planted, according 

to spoken tradition, by Saint Sava, 

which continues to bear delicious fruits 

ton this day! This monument of nature 

has got legends about itself! It is 

believed that Archbishop Savva II, 

nephew of one of the most revered 

Serbian saints Savva I, brought here a 

seedling from Syria - hence the name 

Sham. Locals claim that it is the oldest 

tree of this species in Europe and the 

oldest tree in Serbia. Savva II's body 

was buried right there in the compound 

Figure 17 - Patriarchate of Peć - the inner yard and the secular 

mulberry tree. Pictures taken by the author on August 29, 2020 

Figure 18  - The Patriarchate of Peć - the 

four churches under a single roof! Picture 

taken by the author on August 29, 2020 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
https://www.britannica.com/place/Peje
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and the ashes of several other Serbian medieval religious leaders.
20

 

From its founding, throughout medieval times, and especially during the time of 

the Turkish enslavement, the holy Patriarchate of Peć has played a significant role in 

the spiritual, ecclesial, national, and cultural life of the Serbian people and, especially 

today, in the preservation of the Serbs living in Kosovo and Metohija.
21

 

The monastery is surrounded by an extremely high fence and a tower, guarded 

by the police, and to enter, you will need a passport! Upon entering the monastery, the 

armored container, similar to the one at the entrance to the Visoki-Dečani Monastery 

where the KFOR force guards this monument of inestimable spiritual value, will really 

strike you! You will never expect this image when you visit a monastery, wherever it 

is located! 

 

4. Snapshots of the current religious situation in Kosovo 

Disputes over the spiritual dowry in this space is something as routine as, for 

example, a football championship in a developed country.  

Albanians consider that the Monastery of Dečani is Kosovo’s heritage and not of 

the Serbs, that “the Serbian Orthodox Church has politicized this and continues to do 

the same. The Serbian Orthodox Church institutionalized the Albanians consider that 

the Monastery of Dečani is Kosovo’s heritage and not of the Serbs, that the Serbian 

Orthodox Church has politicized this and continues to do the same. The Serbian 

Orthodox Church institutionalized the Dečani Monastery. The church builder himself, 

Vitia Kuqi - a hardworking architect from Kotor, has brought the Romanesque style’s 

spirit. Dečani Monastery is the cultural heritage of Kosovo and not of Serbs. I think 

that the law that has been made makes positive discrimination about the role of the 

churches. Space has not been given to the historical aspect, but only to the legal part. 

The Serbian Orthodox Church has known how to make the most of this. Even during 

the Ottoman and Albanian period where they had a kind of autonomy, the Patriarchate 

of Peja was not surrounded by walls. Today, even though not endangered by anyone, 

barriers exist, but those walls are built of Albanian towers.”
22

 

On the other hand, the Serb replied that In Kosovo and Metohija, UNESCO 

recognizes Serbian and Ottoman heritage. The Shqiptari has failed to build anything 

                                                           
20

 Information available online at https://perito-burrito.com/posts/serbian-kosovo 

accessed on September 9, 2020 
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 The Patriarchate of Peć, The Serbian Orthodox Church Press, Belgrade, 

publishing preparation Gradimir Stanić, translated by Aleksandar Pavić, photographs 

Deacon Dragan S. Tanasijević, Rajco R. Karisić 
22

 Historian Muhamet Mala, Decani Monastery is Kosovo’s heritage and not 

Serbia’s, in the Info Magazine show on KLAN KOSOVA.TV (17 Aug 18:31); KLAN 

KOSOVA (17 Aug 20:00)  
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older and more valuable than the monument to Bill Clinton. Whoever does not have 

their own culture must appropriate someone else's. “The Serbian Orthodox Church 

and the Serbian people have become the heritage of Kosovo and Kosovars. 

Furthermore, that is why we will continue to fight to preserve the testimonies of the 

length of our duration (lasting presence),” said Defence Minister Aleksandar Vulin 

during the filming of “Corridor” on the occasion of Shqiptari historians’ statements 

that Dečani Monastery was built by Albanians, according to the website of Ministry of 

Defence of Serbia.
23

 

Sava Janic, the abbot of the Dečani Monastery, also expressed profoundly 

serious concern about Serbian Orthodox Church (SPC) monasteries in Kosovo in a 

statement for Nova.rs. “We are seriously concerned about SPC monasteries in Kosovo 

and Metohija because 150 of our churches and monasteries have been destroyed in the 

past 20 years of “peace” despite the international presence in Kosovo and Metohija.” 

Commenting on attempts to build a Dečani-Plav road through the protected zone of 

the monastery, between a road through Dečani Monastery property, Janic said that that 

the construction of the road is currently suspended, adding that ambassadors of leading 

Western countries have made it clear after visiting the monastery and Dečani 

Monastery a few days ago that the law must be respected. “The construction of such a 

road in a specially protected zone is prohibited, and such a road would cause great 

damage to the monastery surroundings and the monastery itself due to increased 

traffic, passage of heavy vehicles, noise, and pollution.” Asked if he believes that the 

story of the construction of the road through the Dečani Monastery protected zone is 

over and that there would be no more such attempts, the abbot replied: “We will see if 

the local municipality will respect their law and the stance of Western diplomats. The 

works were suspended twice so far at international representatives' initiative, but they 

resumed even though this is an open violation of the law.” 

Asked about the relations and contacts between the monastery and 

representatives of the government in Pristina, given that the works were suspended 

following talks between Kosovo Prime Minister Avdullah Hoti and Decani Mayor 

Bashkim Ramosaj, Father Sava said: “The visit came the following mediation by 

international representatives and KFOR Commander, General Michele Risi, attended 

the meeting. I find it useful that Mr. Hoti expressed the view that the solution must be 

found within the existing law framework. However, words should always be followed 

by actions, and we will see about that in the coming period because the Kosovo 
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Government has changed its position on the highway twice so far. Otherwise, we do 

not have meetings with representatives of the institutions in Pristina. Except those with 

an international presence as part of the International Mixed Commission for the 

Implementation of Monastery Protected Zones.” Bishop Teodosije, together with me 

or some of the Eparchy officials, participated since 2008, following the SPC Holy 

Synod’s decision. The last session was held in the fall last year.  

Asked whether he is concerned about attempts to present SPC monasteries as 

part of Kosovo’s historical heritage, Janic said that there is a serious concern: “We are 

seriously concerned about SPC monasteries in Kosovo and Metohij” a because 150 of 

our churches and monasteries have been destroyed in the past 20 years of “peace” 

despite the international presence in Kosovo and Metohija.” He warned that at the 

same time, laws adopted under international pressure to protect the SPC holy sites and 

rights continue to be ignored. “Attempts to present our heritage as part of Albanian 

history are continuing and visible in the media, education system, and social networks. 

I keep asking why then these churches have been attacked and torched by them over 

the past 20 years if they are Albanian,” he said, adding that there is plenty of 

documents and testimonies of both local and international historians and travel writers, 

as well as medieval and Ottoman first-hand sources, that clearly show whose 

monasteries and churches these are. The abbot said that under Kosovo law, the 

monasteries belong to the SPC and are part of global heritage: “Of course, we always 

note that our heritage in Kosovo and Metohija has a legal owner - SPC, something that 

is stated in Kosovo law, but as cultural heritage of the entire world, it has great 

importance for all who live in Kosovo and Metohija and around the world, and 

therefore should serve to bring people together, not cause conflicts between them. Our 

Church in this area has continuously had a constructive attitude against violence; that 

is why there are so many international visitors and officials who come to our holy sites 

and talk with us. We are trying to acquaint our visitors with the history of our people 

and holy sites, and we believe that this can contribute to a better solution to existing 

problems,” Janic concluded.
24

 

On August 28, 2020, a Serb community representative declared that, on August 

26, Serbs repaired the recently damaged Serbian Orthodox Church of “Uspenje 

Bogordice” in Sredskë/Sredska village, Prizren municipality. Reportedly, the damaged 

stone tiles were recovered, and a new cross was installed above the altar. The incident 

at the Church reported on August 21, 2020. The Church’s reparation and cleaning 

were performed just before the Assumption holiday, celebrated on August 28, 2020. 
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5. The Serbian cultural, artistic, and linguistic heritage lost in Kosovo and 

Metohija 

 The book Serbian Cemeteries in Kosovo and Metohija: Destroyed 

Monuments and Language Heritage, written by professor Mitra Relic, is the result of 

years of work on collecting monuments from exclusively ruined stone marks, and with 

the fundamental goal of, based on analysis of the managed timber, to show scale and, 

theoretically observed, the essential aspects of irreversibly lost cultural, artistic and 

linguistic heritage.
25

 

As the worthiest testimony to the given space’s identity, Serbian cemeteries have 

always been targeted by Albanians, both in Albania, in Macedonia, and KiM. The 

rapid systematic, and unhealthy destruction of Serb graves began immediately after 

the protection of the protectorate. This was preceded by the shameless NATO 

destruction of specific cemetery sites. At the Serbian cemetery in Pristina, devastating 

NATO airstrikes rained down on two occasions. Behind them, we found huge craters, 

far ejected massive monuments, mixed bones of the deceased. 

In Professor Relic’s opinion, the burial of Serbian graves’ primary goal is to 

undo the traces of Serbian existence in KiM and change the Kosovo space’s identity 

definitively. The vandalism and systematic deletion of these leads take place with the 

full support of the Albanian authorities and tacit approval, in the province of present 

western representatives of international governance, except for, of course, honorable 

individuals – Spaniards, Italians, and others who have managed to spiral out of control 

and at least try to protect themselves. 

Being asked by the reporter: “How he sees the situation of the Serbian language 

in KiM? Moreover, how much it has been affected in the last two decades of 

conflict?” Professor Relic states that over the previous two decades, “the Serbian 
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 Professor Mitra Reljič, a professor at the Faculty of Philosophy at the University of 

Pristina based in the Northern part of Kosovska Mitrovica and the author of this 
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language has been continually excluded, abused and humiliated in official acts of state 

creation, in publications of all kinds, translations and elsewhere, and its users of this 

century were punished with death. The marginalization of the Serbian language to 

fully squeeze it out with KiM is a political project to which the language policy does 

not yet have an adequate answer”. 

His firmly position is that “by bringing Kosovo’s Serbs to the national minority 

and convincing them, as well as Serbs outside the province, that this reality should be 

accepted, the identity security of the Serb people and, no less, the Serbian identity of 

the KiM space is most directly undermined”. Being asked who is responsible for such 

a policy – West, Pristina, Belgrade, Serbian intellectuals? Professor Relic answered: 

“Altogether, especially Belgrade, because it accepted the premeditated prank of 

Pristina and the West, so government officials and some intellectuals, consciously or 

unconsciously, are now promoting the minority status of the Serbian people in their 

own country”. 

 

Conclusions 

The response of the international community? One almost absent! 

In the case of ISIS, on September 22, 2014, US Secretary of State John Kerry 

announced that the State Department had partnered with the American Schools of 

Oriental Studies. 

According to Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, the local parliamentary 

committee on tourism and antiquities has “filed complaints with the UN to condemn 

all crimes and abuses of ISIS, including those affecting ancient places of worship.” On 

May 28, 2015, the UN General Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution, initiated 

by Germany and Iraq and supported by 91 member states, stating that the destruction 

of cultural heritage by ISIS could constitute a war crime and called for action to stop 

such acts, described as a “war tactic”. 

On March 28, 2015, Irina Bokova launched Unite4Heritage, a campaign 

designed to curb a global movement “to protect and safeguard cultural heritage in 

areas where extremists threaten it.” 

Following the destruction (August 2015) of the Palmyra temple, the Institute of 

Digital Archaeology (IDA) announced plans to establish a digital record of historical 

sites and artifacts threatened by ISIS’s advance. To achieve this goal, IDA has 

proposed, in collaboration with UNESCO, to deploy, to partners in the Middle East, 

5,000 3D cameras, to be used to make 3D captures of local ruins and remains. 

Protecting cultural and spiritual vestiges with a gun, barbed wire, padlock, or 

impenetrable walls is not the right solution! The solution must be the awareness of 

their value in the letter and spirit of the sacred text of the universal law of inestimable 

values, a national attitude of acceptance, forgiveness, and tolerance! In a country with 

a territory almost as naturally attractive as Romania, I understood that the difference 
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lies in the way of thinking and the degree of civilization! It will be many decades 

before Kosovo becomes what it claims to be: a sovereign, multi-ethnic, democratic 

country! 

After two weeks of traveling through Kosovo, the question that arises for me is 

the following: Who protects from whom!? The answer can be straightforward, for 

those who want to accept it: asked whether she trusted NATO to protect the convent, 

Mother Macaria, the Abbess of Sokolica Monastery, answered candidly: “I think God 

will protect us.” 

Protecting the environment, especially its spiritual dimension, is a matter of 

education, a policy at the national level! And Kosovo does not have such knowledge, 

it must be started as early as possible, now, at the same time and in parallel with all 

generations, younger and more experienced! This must be a state policy, but of course, 

it requires political maturity and advanced civic consciousness! And international 

bodies can and must have a substantial contribution to achieving this! 

For any honest visitor, without any personal economic interest, this country is a 

contrast between misery and luxury, as in no other country you can meet, only in those 

where corruption still makes the law! 

Do not forget that Kosovo signed a Stabilization and Association Agreement 

with the EU in 2015. A 2018 EU report named it one of six Western Balkan countries 

that will join the organization once it meets the criteria to accede. Kosovo also seeks 

memberships in the UN and NATO. But no, not at all! Kosovo is not a democratic 

country; it is by no means multi-ethnic, because petty and macabre interests that 

anyone will talk to you on any street corner in Pristina, the country’s capital, such as 

money laundering, prostitution (which strikes here by so many “body massage 

saloons” located on whole streets and which I was told are specific and normal to 

Muslim countries!), mafia and corruption, all these are far from making you feel 

comfortable, like in a developing country! 

The same as temple of Baal dedicated to the Mesopotamian God Baal, it was 

blown up by ISIS in August 2015 or the Lion of the Temple of the goddess Al-lat 

from Palmira, sec. I BC, blown up by ISIS in August 2015, the Orthodox cultural 

legacy of Kosovo Serbs is threatened every day by ethnic Albanian Muslims’ vengeful 

actions! 

Should cultural awareness be the explanation? I do not think, it would be too 

convenient for everyone and all the international organizations involved, who do not 

seem to notice or understand the amplitude of the disaster! 

We visited Gërmia National Park, a large beautiful park located in the East part 

of Pristina
26

, and we climbed to the highest observation point, above the forest that 
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dominates the park. The landscape’s beauty is darkened by the garbage thrown 

everywhere out from the most expensive cars; the park is a colossal landfill! 

Stretching over 16 ha, Arbëria Park is the most pleasant after that of Gërmia National 

Park. Located right next to the KFOR Pristina base (Camp Film City), Arbëria Park, 

renovated from EU funds between September and December 2012, means a few 

broken benches. On a day of Monday, it is so full of rubbish! 

Camp Film City is not a film studio as the reader could think, but the name of the 

military base that serves as the NATO’s Kosovo Force (KFOR), working under the 

UN mandate since 1999. Located in the extension of Arbëria Park in the South, this 

vast camp is home to about a thousand soldiers, mainly Italian and American, who 

manage the other four large KFOR bases in Ferizaj/Uroševac (South-East), 

Maxhunaj/Novo Selo Mađunsko (North-West, between Pristina and Mitrovica), 

Peja/Peć (West) and Prizren (South). KFOR has about 4,000 troops from 28 nations 

(France withdrew in 2014)
27

 and generates thousands of local jobs. 

In the presence of such an impressive international force, it is difficult to 

understand how every day, Orthodox churches, monasteries, cemeteries can be 

devastated to erase from the surface of the Earth, the cultural legacy of a nation! 

Talking amicably with the soldiers guarding them, they will invariably answer you: As 

long as we (Romanians, Greeks, Moldovans, Italians, and others) are here, this will not 

happen! But it still happens! It happens because there is no consciousness of the 

nation, civilization and education to understand that you cannot take revenge on the 

divinity! From a cultural point of view, what was created in centuries and millennia, in 

the heart of a nation like Serbia, just to impose your own culture and identity. Others 

have tried, but failed! 

If, as a result of the destruction caused by ISIS in the occupied territories, 

UNESCO found a way to record in 3D to preserve them for posterity, for the 

inestimable beauty and value monuments of Kosovo due to the long-suffering, 

plundered, and devastated it seems that there is still no solution adopted, they remain 

locked, silenced, guarded by foreign soldiers. 
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